Thank you for purchasing
PLA's 2019 Early Literacy
Activities Calendar
Each month print out these bright and colorful activity-packed calendars
and share them with your library's families. Based on the Every Child
Ready to Read® practices of reading, writing, singing, talking, playing
(and now counting), each download contains twelve months of learning
activities, book lists, nursery rhymes, and more. On one side is a
calendar with a fun skills-building activity for each day and the other
contains supplementary content like nursery rhymes, early literacy tips,
song lyrics, or suggested reading material.
Use the space on the upper right of the calendar page to customize with
your library's logo and contact information.

Thank you for purchasing PLA's 2019
Early Literacy Activities Calendar. Visit
www.pla.org for more information
about the Public Library Association.
To get more information on Early
Childhood Literacy visit
www.everychildreadytoread.org

JANUARY 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

TALKING

Talk about things to do this
year.

WEDNESDAY

2

SINGING

Sing about daily routines.
“This is the way we feed our dog,
feed our dog, feed our dog.”

THURSDAY

3

READING

Visit the library and
check out a book.

“This is the way we take a bath.”

6

COUNTING

Start a growth chart,
measure your child’s height,
and write it on the chart.
Talk about what you’re
doing. Save the chart.
13

TALKING

Describe food as you eat
a meal.
“This carrot is crunchy.”

7

TALKING

Talk about today’s weather
and what should you wear
outside.

14

SINGING

Sing a song as part of a
bedtime routine. It signals
that it’s time to sleep.

8

SINGING

Have a family dance party.
Clap, twirl, and sing along
with the music.

15

READING

Read a book about animals
that sleep in the winter.

“The peanut butter is sticky.”

20

SINGING

Sing and
dance the
Hokey Pokey.
(Words are on
the back. )
27

READING

Be a reading role model.
Let your child see you
enjoy reading something
for yourself.

21

READING

Ask “What do you think
will happen next?” before
turning the page of a book.

28

WRITING

Write a list of things to do
today. Have your child cross
off each one when it’s done.

22

WRITING

Letters are everywhere.
Point out letters that are in
your child’s name.

29

PLAYING

Sit on a pillow and pretend
it’s a boat. Where will you
go? What will you do?

9

READING

As you read, point to and
name things you see on the
pages.

16

WRITING

Make an alphabet book. Cut
out pictures from
food boxes and
magazines for
each letter.
23

PLAYING

Play with a large empty box.
What can you
pretend to
be and do?

30

COUNTING

Say the “Five Little
Snowmen” rhyme.
(Words are on the back. )

10

WRITING

Draw the outline of your
child’s hand on a piece of
paper. Write the date and
have your child “sign” the
drawing. Save it.
17

PLAYING

Play follow the leader. Do
three things (touch your
head, turn around, sit down)
and ask your child to do the
same things.
24

COUNTING

It’s Measure Your Feet Day.
Line up your family’s shoes
or boots. Whose are the
biggest? The smallest?

31

FRIDAY

4

WRITING

Write “Birthday” on each day
in 2019 that’s the birthday of
a family member. Talk about
what you’re doing.

11

PLAYING

Play “What Doesn’t Belong?”
“Is it the bread, the butter, or the
shoe? Yes, the shoe because you
can’t eat it.”

18

COUNTING

Count how many blocks you
can stack. Then arrange
blocks into a pattern by
color or shape.

25

TALKING

It’s Opposites Day. Talk
about opposites like up and
down, on and off, and inside
and outside.

TALKING

Talk about things that made
you happy today.

WWW.PLA.ORG

SATURDAY

5

PLAYING

Play “Riddle Me.”
“I’m round and red and delicious.
What am I? Yes! An apple.”

12

COUNTING

Weigh your child and
write it here: ________
Save the
calendar.

19

TALKING

Ask questions that require
a choice.
“Do you want to wear red or blue
socks? Do you want crackers or
bread?”

26

SINGING

Make up a song using your
child’s name.

You have been your child’s teacher from the day
he or she was born.
You know more about your child than anyone else, and you are in the best position
to help your child get ready to read.

Books to Read
this Month

Young children have short attention spans. Do activities for short bits of time
throughout the day and pick times when your child is most receptive. Children learn
best by doing—and they love doing things with YOU.
Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

FIVE LITTLE SNOWMEN

THE HOKEY POKEY

Five little snowmen standing in a row,

You put your right foot in

(Hold up five fingers)

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

You take your right foot out.

Winter Friends

Each had a hat and a big red bow.
(Put hands on head and then neck)

Out came the sun and stayed all day,

You put your right foot in
And you shake it all about.

(Circle arms overhead)

You do the hokey pokey

And one little snowman melted away.

And you turn yourself around.

(Slump down)

REPE AT WITH 4, 3, 2 , 1, UNTIL NO SNOWMEN ARE LEF T.

That’s what it’s all about.
REPE AT WITH “LEF T FOOT,” “RIGHT HAND,” “LEF T HAND,”
AND “ WHOLE SELF ”!

by Mary Quattlebaum

My Very First Mother Goose
by Iona Opie

FOR READERS AGES 3+
Last Stop on
Market Street

by Matt de la Peña

Don’t Let the
Pigeon Drive
the Bus
by Mo Willems

FEBRUARY 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

TALKING

Make a simple family
photo album. Talk about
something each person
likes to do.

3

READING

It’s Black History Month. Ask
your librarian to recommend
a book about this month to
read together.

10

WRITING

Trace shapes or letters in a
shallow pan of flour, salt, or
baking soda.

17

PLAYING

Play the yes-no game.
“Is this color red?”
“Is it nighttime?”

4

WRITING

Use a red crayon and
write the name of
red things you
see today.

11

PLAYING

Today is author Mo Willems’s
birthday. Go to the library
and read Can I Play Too?
or Are You Ready to Play
Outside?
18

COUNTING

Recite the rhyme “One, Two,
Buckle My Shoe” or “Here is
the Beehive.” (Words are on
the back. )

“Is our dog’s name Eddy?”

24

COUNTING

Count how many clothes
you put
on to go
outside.

25

TALKING

Introduce a new word to
describe how you feel. Say
“I feel cheerful” rather than
“I’m happy.”

5

PLAYING

Go on a scavenger hunt.
Look for things that start
with the “f” sound, like fruit,
face, feet, and fork.

12

COUNTING

Count the number of days
until Valentine’s Day. Draw a
heart around February 14.

19

TALKING

Talk about the shape, color,
and taste of different fruit.
Look at the skin, peel, and
seeds. Talk about how the
fruits are alike and different.
26

SINGING

Clap along as you sing
songs or say a rhyme. This
helps children hear the
syllables in words.

6

COUNTING

Compare things. Who has
more food on their plate?
Which ball is bigger? Who
has the smallest shoe?

13

TALKING

Tomorrow is Valentine’s Day.
Talk about things you love.

20

SINGING

Sing a favorite song and
clap your hands to the beat.

27

READING

Read a picture book that
won the Caldecott Medal.
Ask your librarian for
recommendations.

7

TALKING

Talk about things you can’t
do in the winter.

14

SINGING

Happy Valentine’s Day! Sing
“Skidamarink.” (Words are
on the back. )

21

READING

Look at the cover of books
before reading them. Guess
what a book is about based
on its cover.

28

8

SINGING

Sing the
alphabet
song.

15

2

SINGING

Sing a favorite song in a
whisper voice and then in a
loud voice.

9

READING

Go to the library and find a
book about animals that live
in the Arctic.

READING

Set up a reading
routine: read after
naps and before
bedtime.

22

SATURDAY

WRITING

Point out signs everywhere
you go today. Explain what
they say and how they help.

WRITING

Ask your child to tell you
a story. Write it down and
then read it out loud.
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16

WRITING

Label things in your child’s
bedroom. Point to each
word and read it.

23

PLAYING

Play “Simon Says.”

You are your child’s first teacher, and your home
is where your child begins to learn.
Make your home a great place to learn. It doesn’t take money to create special
spaces where you and your child can talk, sing, read, write, play, and count. Here are
a few ideas.

Books to Read
this Month

PLACES TO READ

Create a special space for your children to look at books. Have a comfortable chair or
pillows and a small shelf or basket for favorite books. Make sure there’s room for you and
your child to sit together and that your child can reach books without needing help.

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

PLACES TO WRITE

Make it easy for your child to write throughout the day. Set up a space where your child
can go on his or her own and use writing materials. Provide pencils, crayons, or markers of
different sizes so your child can write with what is most comfortable. Use unlined paper.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

PLACES TO PLAY

Ten, Nine, Eight

Play requires a little space, simple props, and some imagination and encouragement. You
don’t need special toys or expensive electronics. Provide props like large boxes, old clothes
or costumes for dress up, empty food containers, and empty paper towel rolls. Play comes
naturally to young children and is one of the primary ways they learn. Provide plenty of
opportunities for your child to play.

SKIDAMARINK

ONE, TWO, BUCKLE MY SHOE

Skidamarink a dink a dink,
Skidamarink a doo,
I love you.
Skidamarink a dink a dink,
Skidamarink a doo,
I love you.

One, two; buckle my shoe.
Three, four; shut the door.
Five, six; pick up sticks.
Seven, eight; don’t be late
Nine, ten; do it over again!

I love you in the morning
And in the afternoon,
I love you in the evening
And underneath the moon;
Oh, Skidamarink a dink a dink,
Skidamarink a doo,
I love you!

HERE IS THE BEEHIVE
Here is the beehive. (Make a fist)
Where are the bees?
Hiding inside where nobody sees.
Watch them come creeping out of the hive,
One, two, three, four, five (Release one finger at a time from the fist/hive)
BUZZ-ZZZ (Wiggle fingers)

by Molly Bang

Whistle for Willie
by Ezra Jack Keats

FOR READERS AGES 3+
They All Saw A Cat
by Brendan Wenzel

In The Night
Kitchen

by Maurice Sendak

MARCH 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

TALKING

Talk about words that begin
with “m,” like March.

READING

As you read, point out and
name something on a page.
Then expand on it.
“That’s a goat. It lives on a farm
and eats grass.”

10

WRITING

Make large letters on the
floor with masking tape.
Trace each letter by walking
on it or pushing a toy car
around the letter.
17

PLAYING

Happy St. Patrick’s Day.
Find toys that
are green to
play with
today.
24

COUNTING

Count blocks as your child
stacks them.
31

TALKING

It’s National Crayon Day. Draw
a picture and name the colors.

2

SINGING

Sing about something
you’re doing.
“This is how to put on socks, put
on socks, put on socks. Now
we’re done!”
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3

SATURDAY

4

WRITING

Gather and organize
writing materials in
a box that your
child can
easily reach.
11

PLAYING

Go on a scavenger hunt
for letter sounds. Look for
things that start with the “b”
sound, like bread, beg, and
basket.
18

COUNTING

Count how many green
things are in your room.

25

TALKING

Try a new food and talk
about how it tastes.

5

PLAYING

Play “I Spy” with rhyming
words.
“I spy with my little eye
something that rhymes with tall.
What is it? Yes, our ball.”

12

COUNTING

Count the number of steps
as you go up or down stairs.

6

COUNTING

Cut out images of foods
from magazines. Have your
child create a menu with
four foods.

13

TALKING

Ask open-ended questions
as you talk.
“How would you feel if that
happened to you? What would
you do?”

19

TALKING

Talk about concepts like
“on” and “off” when
you put on and take
off clothes.

26

SINGING

Sing “Old MacDonald Had a
Farm” after you read a book
about farm animals.

20

SINGING

Dance to a song with
animals in the title, like “Five
Little Froggies.” (Words are
on the back. )

27

READING

Ask “What do you think
will happen now?” before
turning the page of a book
you are reading.

7

TALKING

Talk about the meal you’re
making for dinner. Name the
different foods you’ll use.

14

SINGING

Sing the
alphabet
song.

21

READING

Look at a wordless
picture book and ask
your child to tell
you a story.

28

WRITING

Develop motor skills
needed for writing by
reciting rhymes like “Wiggle
Fingers.” (Words are on the
back. )

8

SINGING

Sing and dance the Hokey
Pokey.

15

READING

Show your child two books
and ask which one you
should read first.

22

WRITING

Make cookies in letter
shapes.

29

PLAYING

Go on an inside scavenger
hunt to find things that are
small enough to put in a
pocket.

9

READING

Play “I Spy” while reading.
“I spy something on this page
that goes on your feet. What
is it?”

16

WRITING

Have a spot in the kitchen
for family messages and
reminders. Read new
messages to your child as
they are posted.
23

PLAYING

Tape a straight line on the
floor with masking or duct
tape. Walk along the tape.
Try a circle shape or a zig
zag pattern.
30

COUNTING

Ask questions about what
is heavier.
“Is the orange or the grape
heavier?” “Is Dad’s shoe or your
shoe heavier?”

If children develop pre-reading skills before they
start kindergarten, they can focus on learning to
read once they begin school.
Children who start kindergarten ready to learn to read have greater success
throughout their school years. They are more likely to read at or above grade level
by the end of 2nd grade. Children who read at or above grade level by the end of 4th
grade are much more likely to graduate from high school and be successful readers
and learners throughout their lives.

Books to Read
this Month
Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

FIVE LITTLE FROGGIES

WIGGLE FINGERS

Five little froggies sat on a shore.

Wiggle fingers, wiggle so (Wiggle fingers)

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Wiggle high (Raise hands and wiggle fingers)

The Very Hungry Caterpillar

(Crouch like a frog)

One went for a swim, then there were four.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

Wiggle low (Lower hands and wiggle fingers)

Four little froggies

Wiggle left (Wiggle fingers to the left)

(Crouch like a frog)

Wiggle right (Wiggle fingers to the right)

Looked out to sea.

Wiggle fingers out of sight (Wiggle fingers behind back)

(Put your hand at brow and look out to sea)

by Eric Carle

Whose Knees Are These?
by Jabari Asim

One went swimming, and then there were three.

FOR READERS AGES 3+

Three little froggies said, “What can we do?”

Round is a Mooncake:
A Book of Shapes

(Pretend to leap and swim off)

One jumped in the water, then there were two.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

by Roseanne Thong

Two little froggies sat in the sun.

Marisol McDonald
Doesn’t Match /
Marisol McDonald
no combina

(Crouch like a frog)

One swam off, and then there was one.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

One little froggie said “This is no fun!”
He dived in the water, and then there were none!

by Monica Brown

(Text is in English and Spanish)

APRIL 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

TALKING

Say silly rhymes today to
make your child laugh.

7

TALKING

This is National Library
Week. Talk about something
you like to do at the library.

14

SINGING

Has it been raining a lot?
Sing “Rain, Rain, Go Away.”

21

READING

Teach letter sounds by
playing “I Spy.”

8

SINGING

Sing a fingerplay like “I Hear
Thunder.” (Words are on the
back. )

15

READING

Go to the library and check
out books for you and your
child. Show that reading is
important to you, too.

22

WRITING

Draw dotted lines for your
child to trace.

“I spy with my little eye
something that begins with ‘b.’
Yes, a banana!”

28

WRITING

Display what your
child “writes”
for everyone
to see.

29

PLAYING

Play the letter day game.
Find things all day that start
with the first letter of your
child’s first name.

TUESDAY

2

SINGING

Sing a song in a high voice.
Sing it again in a low voice.

9

READING

Come to the library
and check out
books about
spring.

16

WRITING

Keep paper and writing
materials where your child
can easily use them.

23

PLAYING

Make a tent with sheets and
furniture. Pretend you’re in
the woods. What animals
might you see?

30

WEDNESDAY

3

READING

This is National Poetry
Month. Poems teach new
words and language
patterns. Read poems all
month long.
10

WRITING

Make a grocery list. Ask
your child, “What do we
need?” and write items on
your list.

17

PLAYING

THURSDAY

4

WRITING

Make a dot painting with
Q-tips to help develop fine
motor skills.

11

PLAYING

Play “I Spy” with rhyming
words.
“I spy with my little eye
something that rhymes with
‘farm.’ What is it? Yes, your arm!”

18

COUNTING

Play “What Fits?”

Cut a piece of toast in half.

“Will the ball fit under the chair?
Will your book fit in my purse?”

“Now we have two pieces the
same size.”

24

COUNTING

Count things on a book’s
page. Which one is the
largest? Which one is the
smallest?

25

TALKING

Make pancakes and use
cookie cutters to make
different shapes, like a circle,
a heart, and a star. Talk about
how the shapes are different.

FRIDAY

5

PLAYING

Have an inside picnic with a
teddy bear.

12

COUNTING

Line up the members of
your family. How many are
there? Who is the tallest?

19

TALKING

Say a favorite rhyme,
leave off the last word, and
have your child finish the
sentence.

26

SINGING

Sing “Row,
Row, Row
Your Boat”
during bath
time.

COUNTING

Count to five as you spin
in a circle
five times.
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SATURDAY

6

COUNTING

Find two spoons that are
different sizes. Count the
number of peas that fit on
each spoon.

13

TALKING

Talk about today’s weather.
Is it hot or cold? Sunny or
cloudy? Rainy or dry?

20

SINGING

Listen to music and clap
your hands with the beat.
Practice clapping with the
“Clap Your Hands” rhyme.
(Words are on the back. )
27

READING

Make reading interactive.
Ask questions about how
a character feels, what’s
happening in the illustrations,
and what was a favorite part.

Talking with parents and grandparents is one of
the best ways for children to learn language and
develop literacy skills.
Ask open-ended questions and listen to what your child says. Introduce new words
and explain what they mean. Expand on what your child says to help teach vocabulary
and comprehension skills. Help your child understand that you take turns when you
have conversations. You talk and then listen to the other person talk.
Talk to your child throughout the day about things that are happening, what will
happen next, how someone is feeling, what new words mean, and how things work. No
matter what their age, children learn about language from hearing it spoken to them.

I HEAR THUNDER

Sing to the tune “Frère Jacques”

I hear thunder, I hear thunder.
(Pound hands gently on floor or lap)

Listen, don’t you? Listen, don’t you?

CLAP YOUR HANDS
Clap, clap, clap your hands,
Clap your hands with me.

(Clap hands together)

(Cup hand to ear)

Clap them fast (Increase speed)

Pitter, patter raindrops; pitter, patter raindrops;

Clap them slow (Dramatically slower)

(Wiggle fingers in falling motion in front of face)

I’m wet through,
(Shake body)

So are you!

(Tickle your child)

Books to Read
this Month
Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3
Max’s First Word
by Rosemary Wells

Olivia Counts
by Ian Falconer

Clap your hands with me.

FOR READERS AGES 3+

REPE AT WITH “S TOMP YOUR FEE T,” “PAT YOUR K NEES,”
AND “SWAY YOUR ARMS”

The Day The Crayons Quit
by Drew Daywalt

Sparkle and Spin:
A Book About Words
by Ann Rand

MAY 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

TALKING

Say as many words as you
can that rhyme with “May.”

THURSDAY

2

SINGING

Sing “Old MacDonald Had a
Farm” after you read a book
about farm animals.

FRIDAY

3

READING

Go to the library and check
out a picture book about
spring.
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5

PLAYING

Go on an outside scavenger
hunt. Look for
shapes that
are squares
and circles.
12

COUNTING

Ask questions about what
is heavier. Does an orange
or a grape weigh more? Is
Mom’s coat or your coat
heavier?
19

TALKING

Look at the clouds and talk
about the different shapes
you see.

26

SINGING

Go outside and sing “The
Farmer Plants the Seeds.”
(Words are on the back. )

6

COUNTING

Go for a walk. Take two big
steps and four little steps.
Repeat.

13

TALKING

Talk about what made you
happy today.

20

SINGING

Sing a
favorite
song super
slow and then
super fast.
27

READING

Sign up for summer
reading at the library.

7

TALKING

Talk about words that rhyme
with “mom.” How many can
you think of?

14

SINGING

Sing “If You’re Happy and
You Know It.” (Words are on
the back. )

21

READING

Take pictures your child has
drawn, staple or bind them
together, and ask your child
to tell you a story about the
pictures.
28

WRITING

Draw a large alphabet. Have
your child practice fingertracing while you say the
letters out loud.

8

SINGING

Use a homemade shaker
and shake it to the beat of
songs.

15

READING

Take a “picture walk”
through a book. Look at the
illustrations and talk about
what the characters are
doing and feeling.
22

WRITING

Letters are everywhere.
Point out letters in your
child’s name.

29

PLAYING

Make a tightrope on the
floor with tape. Walk across
slowly and then faster. How
fast can you go?

9

READING

Read a book
about mothers.

16

WRITING

Playing with play dough
strengthens muscles needed
for writing. Roll dough into
balls, press fingers into the
dough, and make shapes.
23

PLAYING

Go on an outside scavenger
hunt for shapes. How many
different shapes can you
find?

30

COUNTING

Sort blocks by color. Count
how many there are of each
color.

10

WRITING

Make a Mother’s Day card.
Have your child sign his or
her name.

17

PLAYING

Look for signs of spring
(Find some ideas on the
back. )

24

COUNTING

When you’re grocery
shopping,
count the
circles
you see.
31

TALKING

Expand on something your
child says. Repeat it, add
details, and use new words.

SATURDAY

4

WRITING

Practice drawing
shapes and
letters in a
tray of
rice.
11

PLAYING

Play “Riddle Me.”
“I’m yellow, grow outside, and
have leaves. What am I? Yes, I’m
a flower called a tulip!”

18

COUNTING

Draw squares, circles and
triangles on the sidewalk
with chalk. Count how many
there are of each shape.

25

TALKING
After you read a
nonfiction book,
talk about what
you learned.

When you talk with your child, use new words.
Good readers have a large vocabulary. Knowing lots of words helps children better
understand what they read. Begin this early, even before your child learns to talk.
Take turns. Children are just beginning to learn how to have a conversation. It is
important for you to ask questions and listen to what your children say in response.
Make connections. Help your child remember past events and connect them to current
and future activities. This helps develop an understanding that language can represent
events that are not happening now.
IF YOU’RE HAPPY AND YOU KNOW IT
If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands (Clap, clap)

THE FARMER
PLANTS THE SEEDS

If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands (Clap, clap)

Sing to the tune
“The Farmer in the Dell”

If you’re happy and you know it, then your face will surely show it

The Farmer plants the seeds,

If you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands. (Clap, clap)

The Farmer plants the seeds,

REPE AT WITH “S TOMP YOUR FEE T,” “SHOUT HURR AY!,” AND “L AUGH OUT LOUD.”

Ho, Ho, the dairy-o,

LOOK FOR SIGNS OF SPRING
Spring is the perfect time to explore nature. Go for a walk
around your neighborhood. Talk about what you see. Look
for and point out leaf buds, new grass, birds, and first
flowers. When you are home, draw pictures and talk about
what you saw.

(Pretend to plant seeds)

Books to Read
this Month
Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3
Dinosaurs, Dinosaurs
by Byron Barton

More More More Said The Baby
by Vera B. Williams

The farmer plants the seeds.
The sun comes out to shine…

FOR READERS AGES 3+

The rain begins to fall…

Warthogs in the Kitchen:
A Sloppy Counting Book

(Make large circle with arms)
(Hands flutter up and down)

The seeds begin to grow…

by Pamela Duncan Edwards

The farmer picks the crops…

The Most
Magnificent Thing

(Stand up tall)

(Pretend to pick crops)

We all sit down to eat…
(Pretend to eat)

by Ashley Spires

JUNE 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

At bath time, name body
parts. Start with head, nose,
mouth, ears, hands, feet, and
toes. Go on to lips, elbow,
knees, thumb, arm, and leg.
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2

SINGING

Sing “Head, Shoulders,
Knees and Toes.” (Words are
on the back. )

9

READING

Make a paper bag
puppet. Have the
puppet read
a book.

16

WRITING

Make a Father’s
Day card. Sign
your name.

23

PLAYING

Play “Simon Says” outside.
30

COUNTING

Count to five as you kick your
leg five times.

TALKING

3

READING

Read Eyes, Nose, Fingers,
and Toes or a similar book
from the library.

10

WRITING

Write a list of things to do
this summer. Put the list
somewhere everyone
can see it.

17

PLAYING

Play the letter day game.
Look for words that begin
with the letter “s” like
summer.

24

COUNTING

Count the number of kisses
you give before your child
goes to bed.

4

WRITING

Draw the outline of your
child’s hand. Write the date
and have your child “sign”
the drawing. Compare it to
the drawing from January.
11

PLAYING

Play leap frog with stuffed
animals. Talk
about why the
game is called
leap frog.
18

COUNTING

Weigh your child and
write it here: ________
Talk about how much more
your child weighs now than
in January.
25

TALKING

Today is Eric Carle’s
birthday. Read The Very
Hungry Caterpillar. Talk
about foods you like to eat
when you’re hungry.

5

PLAYING

It’s National Camping Month.
Make a blanket tent and
pretend you’re in the woods.
What animals might you hear?
What sounds would they make?
12

COUNTING

Use your child’s name in the
counting poem, “One, Two,
Three, Four.”
(Words are on
the back. )
19

TALKING

Compare sizes. Use small/
smaller and big/bigger
to describe toys, food, or
clothes.

26

SINGING

Make up a song about your
favorite food.

6

COUNTING

Measure your child’s height
and mark it on your growth
chart. Talk about how much
your child has grown since
January.
13

TALKING

Talk about summer. What
are your favorite
things to do in
summer?

20

SINGING

Sing a favorite song. Then
make up new words and
sing again.

27

READING

Read a book about flowers
or plants.

7

TALKING

Go for a walk and talk about
things that are growing.

14

SINGING

Make up a
song using
words that
rhyme with dog.

21

READING

Go to the library and check
out books for summer
reading.

28

WRITING

Look at your list of things
to do this summer. Cross off
any that you’ve done.

8

SINGING

Go outside and have a
summer dance party.

15

READING

Find letters in newspapers
and magazines and cut
them out. Play with the
letters.

22

WRITING

Pour corn meal in a shallow
tray. Draw designs, shapes,
or letters with a finger.

29

PLAYING

Make bubbles outside. Ask
questions.
“What shape are the bubbles?
Which way will the bubbles will
go? Can you catch a bubble?”

How we read to children is as important as how
often we read to them.
Children learn more from books when they are actively involved. Help young children
become involved in a story by asking “W” questions (Who, What, Where, When, Why).
Who is your favorite animal on this page? What happened here? What do you think will
happen next? Where do you think the animals are going? When this happened to us
what did we do? Why did the animals go into the barn?
Ask open-ended questions that require more than a one-word answer. Help your child
with answers if needed. Expand on what your child says. If your child says “Doggy
bark,” you might say “Yes, the doggy is barking at the kitty.” Fill in words your child left
out and provide a new piece of information.

Books to Read
this Month
Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3
Touch each body part as you sing

ONE, TWO,
THREE, FOUR

At The Beach/Vamos a la Playa

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes

One, two, three, four,

(Text is in English and Spanish)

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes

Mary’s at the cottage door.

And eyes and ears and mouth and nose,

Swimsuit

Five, six, seven, eight,

Head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes

Eating cherries off a plate.

HEAD, SHOULDERS, KNEES AND TOES

Neck, elbows, hips and feet, hips and feet
Neck, elbows, hips and feet, hips and feet
And thighs and rears and lips and teeth,
Neck, elbows, lips and teeth, lips and teeth.

by Mandy Stanley

by Kit Allen

FOR READERS AGES 3+
La Princesa
and the Pea

by Susan Middleton Elya
(English with some Spanish)

Rosie’s Walk
by Pat Hutchins

JULY 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

TALKING

This is National Picnic
Month. Plan what to take on
a picnic.

7

TALKING

Talk about today’s weather.
What should you wear?

14

SINGING

Sing a song with movement,
like “The Wheels on the
Bus.” (Words are on the
back. )

21

READING

After reading a book,
talk about a favorite
part.

28

WRITING

Write a message and tuck
it in your child’s shoe. Read
it together when your child
finds it.

8

SINGING

Sing a song with action, like
“Itsy Bitsy Spider.” (Words
are on the back. )

15

READING

Vary your voice as you read.
Use different expressions to
help your child learn about
feelings.

22

WRITING

Write a message outside
with chalk.

29

PLAYING

Play the letter day game.
Look for words that begin
with the first letter of your
child’s first name.

TUESDAY

2

SINGING

Sing “This is the way we
start our day, start our day,
start our day. This is the way
we start our day so early in
the morning.”
9

READING

Look at the cover of a book
before reading it. Point out
the book’s title. “The name
of this book is…”

16

WRITING

At the store look for things
that start with your child’s
name.
“Here’s a pear. It starts with ‘p,’
like your name.”

23

PLAYING

Play “Follow the Leader”
outside. Do three things (reach
up high, touch your toes, take
a big step) and ask your child
to do the same things.
30

COUNTING

Roll a ball back and forth.
Count each time you touch
the ball.

WEDNESDAY

3

READING

Go to the library and check
out a book about someone
going on a picnic.

10

WRITING

Help your child draw
a picture of a summer
activity. Have your child
“sign” the picture.

17

PLAYING

Play “I Spy” outside.
“I spy something that has four
wheels and is red. What am I?
Yes, your wagon.”

24

COUNTING

Cut a piece of string or yarn.
Find things
outside that
are longer
and shorter.
31

THURSDAY

4

WRITING

Write a grocery list
for what to take
on your picnic.

11

PLAYING

Sit outside on an old towel.
Pretend it’s a magic carpet.
Where would you go?

18

COUNTING

Have your child help make
breakfast.
“We need six eggs. Let’s count
them.”

25

TALKING
At bedtime,
talk about
where animals
sleep at night.

FRIDAY

5

PLAYING

Go on a picnic and then play
chase.

6

COUNTING

Sort items from your
grocery bag.
“This thing goes in the pantry.
These two go in the refrigerator.
How many go in the bathroom?”

12

COUNTING

Compare amounts.
“You have more pieces of apple
than I do.”

19

TALKING

While you’re on a walk,
point out and name things
that are unfamiliar to your
child.

26

SINGING

Make a shaker by putting
dried pasta or beans in
an empty can of baking
powder. Shake it while you
march and sing.

TALKING

Ask questions that require
a choice.
“Do you want to read inside or
outside?” “Do you want an apple
or a banana?”

SATURDAY
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13

TALKING

Use a fruit or vegetable your
child hasn’t seen before.
Talk about how it looks,
feels, smells, and tastes.

20

SINGING

Play music
with a fast
tempo while
you pick up and
put away toys.
27

READING

Look at a book’s cover for
clues that tell you what the
book is about. Talk about
them.

Before you read a book to your child,
read it yourself.
This enhances the experience for you and your child. When you read, use a lot of
expression. Change your tone to fit the dialogue. Read at a pace that lets your child
build mental pictures of what you are reading about. One of the most common
mistakes parents make when reading out loud is to read too fast.

THE ITSY BITSY SPIDER

WHEELS ON THE BUS

The itsy bitsy spider went up the
water spout.

The wheels on the bus go round and round,

(Move fingers up toward sky)

Down came the rain and washed the
spider out.
(Bring fingers down and back)

Out came the sun and dried up all
the rain

The wheels on the bus go round and round,
All around the town.
The wipers on the bus go swish, swish, swish...

FOR READERS AGES 0-3
Have You Seen My Duckling

The driver on the bus says “move on back”...

by Nancy Tafuri

The people on the bus go up and down...

Freight Train

The babies on the bus go “wah, wah, wah”...

And the itsy bitsy spider climbed up
the spout again.

The parents on the bus go “shh, shh, shh”...

REPE AT WITH “GRE AT BIG SPIDER ” USING A
GRUFF, DEEP VOICE .

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

Round and round, round and round.

(Move arms up over head)

(Move fingers up toward sky)

Books to Read
this Month

ADAP TATION: THE HORSE ON THE FARM GOES “NEIGH, NEIGH,
NEIGH”; COW, L AMB, PIG, E TC.

by Donald Crews

FOR READERS AGES 3+
Frog Where
Are You?

by Mercer Mayer

Black? White! Day?
Night!—A Book of
Opposites
by Laura Vaccaro Seeger

AUGUST 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

TALKING

Make this “same and
different” day.

WRITING

Sit outside and
write a list of seven
things you see.
How many
are birds?
11

PLAYING

Make a family mail box
from a shoe box. Put letters
inside addressed to your
child. Read the letters
together.
18

COUNTING

Count the petals on a flower.

25

TALKING

Compare things. Talk about
what is larger and smaller
than your shoe.

2

SINGING

Sing “Little Bird, Little Bird.”
(Words are on the back. )

SATURDAY

3

READING

Find three books at the
library about summer.

“How are our socks the same
and different?” (They go on our
feet, they’re different colors.)
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4

FRIDAY

5

PLAYING

Paint on the sidewalk with
water. Watch it evaporate.

12

COUNTING

Make patterns from strips
and slices of fruits or
vegetables. Have your child
continue the pattern. Eat
and repeat!
19

TALKING

Talk about things you do in
the morning, afternoon, and
night.

26

SINGING

Make music with things
you have in the house, like
pots, pans, spoons, boxes,
and cups.

6

COUNTING

Count how many books
you’ve read for the library’s
summer reading program.

13

TALKING

Go outside and close your
eyes. Talk about the sounds
you hear.

20

SINGING

Go to the library and check
out a music CD.

7

TALKING

Talk about today’s weather.
Use new words to describe
it, like humid, breezy, and
overcast.

14

SINGING

Make a paper bag puppet
and pretend it’s a bird. Have
the puppet sing.

21

READING

Make reading interactive by
asking “W” questions.
What do you think will happen
next? When have you felt that
way? Where have we seen that?

27

READING

Have a family story
time. Each person
picks a book to
read aloud.

28

WRITING

Write names of family
members with chalk on the
sidewalk. Stand on your
name.

8

SINGING

Play “Echo Me.” Clap,
stomp, or beat a drum and
have your child repeat the
pattern.

15

READING

Read a nonfiction book
about birds. Talk about what
you learned. Say the rhyme
“If I Were a Bird.” (Words are
on the back. )
22

WRITING

Draw a message for a
family member. Put it in the
mailbox you made.

29

PLAYING

Play “Riddle Me.”
“I’m smaller than your hand, I’m
purple and I’m in the kitchen.
What am I? Yes! A grape.”

9

READING

Print is everywhere. Point
out words in stores, the
doctor’s office, at the park,
in the car, everywhere you
go today.
16

WRITING

Label shelves in your child’s
bedroom. Point to the words
as you put away clothes
or toys to show that words
stand for things.
23

PLAYING

Play “I Spy” with directions.
“I spy something on the floor, in
front of your bed, next to your
shoe. What is it?”

30

COUNTING

Sort toys by size. Count
the number of toys in each
group.

10

WRITING

Ask your child to dictate a
letter to a special person.
Show how you address and
stamp an envelope. Then go
mail the letter together.
17

PLAYING

Play with blocks. What can
you make?

24

COUNTING

Count the steps as you go
up and down
stairs
today.

31

TALKING

Take an alphabet walk
outside. Talk about things
that begin with different
letter sounds.

To become successful readers,
children need to understand the
meaning of what they read.
Making sense of written language—comprehension—
is at the heart of what it means to be a good reader.
Vocabulary and comprehension skills start to
develop from the time a child is an infant.
A baby listens to what parents and other
caregivers say and learns the meaning of words.
The more language experiences children have,
the more words they learn and the better they
become at understanding the meaning of what is
being said. This will help children understand the
meaning of written words as they learn to read.

Books to Read
this Month
Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3
Baby Cakes

by Karma Wilson

Little You

by Richard Van Camp

LITTLE BIRD, LITTLE BIRD

Sung to “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”

Little bird, little bird, fly around,
Up to the sky, down to the ground.
Little bird, little bird, flap your wings.
Open your beak and sweetly sing.
Little bird, little bird, fly to your nest.
Now it is time to take a rest.

IF I WERE A BIRD

FOR READERS AGES 3+

If I were a bird, I’d sing a song

Jabari Jumps

And fly about the whole day long.
And when the night comes, go to rest,
Up in my cozy little nest.

by Gaia Cornwall

My Friend Rabbit
by Eric Rohmann

SEPTEMBER 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

1

TALKING

It’s Library Card Month. Talk
about what you can do with
a library card.

8

SINGING

Today is Grandparents
Day. Call a grandparent or
another Very Important
Person and sing a song to
them.
15

READING

Ask “What’s this?” and point
to something in a book that
your child doesn’t know. Say
the new word. Repeat its
meaning as you read more.
22

WRITING

Make a list of
things you want
to do this fall.

29

PLAYING

Play “What Fits?”
“Will your hat
fit under your
bed? Will it fit in
your pocket?”

MONDAY

2

SINGING

Play a kind of music you
haven’t listened to before.

9

READING

Read a fiction and a
nonfiction book about fall.
Your librarian can help you
find both.

16

WRITING

Shape play dough into the
letters of your child’s name.

TUESDAY

3

READING

Go to the library and
check out a new
book.

10

WRITING

Find something new to
draw with and then draw a
picture for a grandparent
or other Very Important
Person.
17

PLAYING

Play the yes-no game about
time.
“Is it time for breakfast?” “Is it
time for tickles?” “Is it time to
read?”

23

PLAYING

Play the rhyming riddle
game.
“What do you wear that rhymes
with boat? Yes, a coat!”

30

24

COUNTING

Count as you take things out
of a bag of groceries.

WEDNESDAY

4

WRITING

Write on the calendar each
time you go to the library
this month.

11

PLAYING

Play follow the leader. Do
three things (touch your
toes, reach up high, hug
yourself) and ask your child
to do the same things.
18

COUNTING

Put five stuffed animals
in order from smallest to
largest.

25

TALKING

Before going to bed, talk
about things you did this
morning, this afternoon, and
tonight.

THURSDAY

5

PLAYING

Go on a scavenger hunt.
Look for things that start
with the “s” sound, like a
spoon, a sock, and a seed.

12

COUNTING

When you’re in the grocery
store, count one potato, two
potato, three potato, four,
five potato, six potato, seven
potato, more!
19

TALKING

Make a “book” from
fabric squares of different
textures. Read the book and
talk about how the pages
feel different.
26

SINGING

Sing “Way Up High In The
Apple Tree.” (Words are on
the back. ) Talk about
apples and other fall fruit.

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

6

COUNTING

Peel an orange. How many
segments are inside? How
many seeds?

13

TALKING

Name body parts and what
you do with them.
“We can walk and run and jump
with our feet.”

20

SINGING

Sing songs with
action, like
“Hands Up
High.” (Words are
on the back. )
27

READING

Come to a story time at the
library or read a special story
at home.

COUNTING

Look at the calendar and
count how
many times
you went to
the library this month.
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7

TALKING

Talk about things you see
today that go fast and slow.

14

SINGING

Look up at the night sky
and sing “Twinkle, Twinkle,
Little Star.”

21

READING

As you read, play
“Remember When.”
“Remember when that happened
to us? What did we do?”

28

WRITING

Point out signs everywhere
you go today. Explain what
they say and how they help.

Telling stories is a wonderful way to increase
children’s vocabulary.
As you tell a story, use new words and explain what they mean, or talk about
something your child hasn’t experienced and explain what happens.

Books to Read
this Month

Here are some storytelling tips. Remember that almost any story you tell your child
will be of interest—just because you are the one telling it!
• For infants and toddlers, start with silly sounds. Children delight in mimicking the
sounds you make. This is just the beginning of having conversations with your child.
• Use simple props such as a puppet or a stuffed animal to tell a story. Use silly
voices for different characters and ask your child to join in.

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

• Use family photos to tell different stories.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

• Make a book by clipping photos from magazines. Use them to tell an imaginary tale.

I Like It When/Me Gusta Cuando

• Encourage your child to tell a story about a favorite event, or act it out.

by Mary Murphy

(Text is in English and Spanish)

Mouse’s First Fall
by Lauren Thompson
HANDS UP HIGH

WAY UP HIGH IN THE APPLE TREE

Sing to “London Bridge”;
move appropriately to words

Way up high, in a tree (Point up)

First we wave our hands up high,

Two little apples looking down at me (Two fists up in the air)

Hands up high, hands up high.

So I shook that tree as hard as I could (Two fists shake the trunk)

First we wave our hands up high.

Down fell the apples (Fists fall to ground)

Then we clap them.

Mmmm! Were they good! (Rub tummy)

Then we shake our hands down low,
Hands down low, hands down low.
Then we shake our hands down low,
Then we hide them.

FOR READERS AGES 3+
Sweet Dreams/
Dulces Suenos
by Pat Mora

(Text is in English and Spanish)

A Splendid Friend,
Indeed
by Suzanne Bloom

OCTOBER 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

TALKING

Go outside and close your
eyes. Talk about the sounds
you hear.

6

COUNTING

Lace Cheerios onto a piece
of yarn and then count
them.

13

TALKING

Talk about foods that are
orange.

20

SINGING

How many ways can you
move to the music? Play a
song and clap, march, spin,
and tap.

27

READING

Have a friends book club.
Each friend brings a book
for a story time.

7

TALKING

Play “I Spy” with directions.
“I spy something next to the door
and under the mirror. What is it?
Yes, it’s the hook for your coat.”

14

SINGING

Sing “Now it’s bath time,
now it’s bath time, yes, it
is” to the tune of “Frère
Jacques.”

21

READING

Read a book about
Halloween.

28

WRITING

Use a large piece of
cardboard as a message
board. Have each family
member write messages on
it this week.

8

SINGING

Sing a favorite
song in a high
voice and then
in a low voice.

15

READING

Read a book about bears
or another animal that
hibernates over the winter.

22

WRITING

Pop bubble wrap or play
with squirt toys to help
develop the muscles
needed to write.

29

PLAYING

Tape a sheet of contact
paper to a wall with the
sticky side out. See which
toys stick and which do not.

WEDNESDAY

2

SINGING

Make a drum from an empty
oatmeal box. Play it with
your hand as you sing a
song.

9

READING

Read a book about fall.

16

WRITING

Use cooked pieces of
spaghetti to make shapes
and letters.

23

PLAYING

Play “What Doesn’t
Belong?”

THURSDAY

3

READING

Read a book about
pumpkins.

10

WRITING

Write a list of
words that
rhyme with
“fall.”

17

PLAYING

Play alphabet search today.
Take turns picking a letter
and searching for it.

24

COUNTING

Take a walk and count how
many pumpkins you see.

“Pumpkin, pear, or pajamas? Yes,
pajamas because they aren’t
something to eat.”

30

COUNTING

What three things could fit
inside your pumpkin? What
three things won’t fit?

31

FRIDAY

4

WRITING

Write a list of things that
start with the letter “p,” like
pumpkin.

11

PLAYING

Go on a scavenger hunt.
Look for things that start
with the “p” sound, like a
plate, a pan, and a pen.

18

COUNTING

Find things in your house
that are orange.

25

TALKING

Carve a Halloween pumpkin
and talk about what’s
inside.

TALKING

Talk about what you liked
most about this month.
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SATURDAY

5

PLAYING

Blow bubbles. This
strengthens
muscles
needed for
speech.
12

COUNTING

Say the finger play “Five
Little Pumpkins.” (Words are
on the back. )

19

TALKING

Make this “same and
different” day. Ask how a
carrot and a pumpkin are
alike and different.

26

SINGING

Songs can help children
follow directions. Sing
“Scarecrow, Scarecrow” to
practice following directions.
(Words are on the back. )

Listening to nursery rhymes and songs is an
early literacy experience that helps children
understand how language and stories work.
Recite rhymes and sing songs with children from the time they are infants. This
helps them become aware of and then play with the sounds in words.
Many rhymes tell a story with a beginning, middle, and end. This shows children
how stories work and that events happen in a sequence. Good readers understand
that stories and books have a beginning, middle, and end. After reciting a rhyme like
“Five Little Pumpkins,” ask your child to tell you what happened first, next, and at
the end.
FIVE LITTLE PUMPKINS
Five little pumpkins sitting on a gate;
(Hold up five fingers)

The first one said, “My, it’s getting late.”
(Hold up one finger)

The second one said, “There are bats in the air.”
(Hold up two fingers)

SCARECROW, SCARECROW

Sing to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle,
Little Star”

Scarecrow, scarecrow, turn around,
Scarecrow, scarecrow, touch the ground.
Stand up tall and blink your eyes.
Raise your hands up to the sky.

Books to Read
this Month
Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3
Baby Bear, Baby Bear, What Do You See?
by Bill Martin Jr.

Blue Goose

by Nancy Tafuri

Scarecrow, scarecrow, touch your toes.

FOR READERS AGES 3+

(Hold up three fingers)

Scarecrow, scarecrow, tap your nose.

The fourth one said, “Let’s run and run and run!”

Swing your arms so very slow,

I See A Cat

(Hold up four fingers)

Now real fast to scare the crows.

The fifth one said, “It’s Halloween fun.”

Raise your head, jump up and down.

(Hold up thumb)

Now sit down without a sound.

The third one said, “But we don’t care.”

“WOOOOOO” went the wind,
(Wave arms)

And out went the lights.
(Clap)

And the five little pumpkins
ran fast out of sight!
(Run fingers behind back)

by Paul Meisel

Good Night Owl
by Pat Hutchins

NOVEMBER 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

TALKING

Talk about the weather
today and what you should
wear outside.
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3

READING

Take a “picture walk” through
a book about Thanksgiving.
Ask “what” questions.
What is happening here? What do
you think will happen next?

10

WRITING

Trace the hand of
each person in
your family. Make
turkey drawings
with them.
17

PLAYING

Play “I Spy” with rhyming
words.

4

WRITING

Start a list of things to do
this week. Talk about it and
decide who will do each
thing.

11

PLAYING

Have a pretend
Thanksgiving
meal. What
will you
serve?
18

COUNTING

Count your fingers! Count
your toes!

“I spy with my little eye something
that rhymes with fall. What is it?”

24

COUNTING

Pick a point in your house
or on your block. Count the
steps to get there.

25

TALKING

At the grocery store, ask,
Is the cucumber or carrot
longer? What is the smallest
vegetable you see? Which is
the largest?

5

PLAYING

Cut pictures of food from
grocery store ads. Let your
child choose what to eat
and glue the pictures on a
paper plate.
12

COUNTING

Count out a healthy snack.
“One for you, one for me, one for
Daddy. Two for you, two for me,
two for Daddy.”

19

TALKING

Talk about what foods to
have for Thanksgiving
dinner.

26

SINGING

Dance to a fast song and
then dance to a slow song.
Clap along to both songs.

6

COUNTING

Count how many different
foods are on the paper plate
from yesterday.

13

TALKING

Smell different things and
talk about them: spices,
flowers, fruit, and cocoa.
Which scents do you like or
dislike?
20

SINGING

Sing a favorite rhyming
song. Stop at the end of a
line and let your child fill in
the word.

27

READING

Read a book about
Thanksgiving.

7

TALKING

Expand on what your child
says.
“Yes, we saw a dog at the park.
It was large, and brown, and
wagging its tail.”

14

SINGING

Sing the
alphabet
song to the
tune of “Mary Had
a Little Lamb.”
21

READING

Find new words and talk
about what they mean. When
you’re done with the book,
talk again about the new
words and their meaning.
28

WRITING

It’s Thanksgiving! Make
a list of things family
members are thankful for.

8

SINGING

Sing to the “Happy Birthday”
tune. “Good morning to you,
good morning to you, good
morning to (your child’s name),
good morning to you!”

15

READING

Read a picture book that
won the Caldecott Medal.
Your librarian can help you
find one.

22

WRITING

Make placemats for
Thanksgiving dinner with
the name of each person
coming.

29

PLAYING

Play the rhyming riddle
game. “What can you eat
that rhymes with feet?”

SATURDAY

2

SINGING

Check out a children’s song
book from the library. Your
friendly librarian is ready to
help you find just the right
book.
9

READING

Look at the cover of a book
and ask “What do you think
this book is about?” before
reading it.

16

WRITING

Q is for Quilt. Make squares on
a large piece of paper. Family
members can draw a picture
of something they’re thankful
for and write its name.
23

PLAYING

Make cloud dough. (Recipe
on the back. ) Squeeze and
knead it to develop muscles.
Make towers. Cut out shapes.
Have fun!
30

COUNTING

Draw an outline of your
child’s foot on cardboard
and cut it out. Use it to
measure things. How many
“feet” long are they?

Parents are tremendous role models.
If your children see that you think reading is important and enjoy it, they will follow
your lead. When you go to the library, check out books for you and your children. Put
your books somewhere at home where your child can see them. Let your children
see you reading. Talk about what you’ve read, even if it’s just to say, “That was a
good book. I liked reading it.”

READ AND TALK ABOUT
NURSERY RHYMES
Hey Diddle Diddle
The Cat and the Fiddle

CLOUD DOUGH RECIPE
• 4 cups of flour
• ½ cup of vegetable oil
• Food coloring

The Little Dog Laughed

1. Add the food coloring to the oil. Use as
much or as little food color as needed to
achieve the color you like.

To See Such Sport

2. Mix in the flour.

And the Dish Ran Away with the Spoon

3. Use your hands to knead the dough so
the oil is distributed evenly.

Rub a Dub Dub

4. Use on a large tray or shallow bin to help
keep the dough in one play. Give your
child cookie cutters, measuring cups, or
other items to play with the dough.

The Cow Jumped Over the Moon

Three Men in a Tub
And Who Do You Think They Be?
The Butcher, The Baker, The Candlestick
Maker
And All of the them Out to Sea

Books to Read
this Month
Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3
Animals/Animales
by Eric Carle

(Text is in English and Spanish)

Tickle Tickle

by Helen Oxenbury

FOR READERS AGES 3+
Waiting is Not Easy
by Mo Willems

Little Mouse Gets
Ready
by Jeff Smith

DECEMBER 2019

Daily literacy-building
activities to share with your child.
SUNDAY

1

TALKING

Talk about family traditions
you’ll celebrate this month.
Look at photos from previous
years and talk about things
you will do again this year.
8

SINGING

Have a family sing-along.
Each person gets to pick a
favorite song to sing.

15

READING

Read a book that won the
Caldecott Medal. The library
will help you find one based
on what your child likes.

22

WRITING

Write a message
to someone
important
to you.

29

PLAYING

Play “I Spy” with rhyming
words.
“I spy with my little eye
something that rhymes with
snow. What is it? Yes, your toe!”

MONDAY

2

SINGING

Sing a song related to a
holiday you’ll celebrate.

9

READING

Read books about
different holidays
and how people
celebrate them.

16

WRITING

Draw the outline of your
child’s hand. Compare it to
drawings you did in January
and June. Write the date on
the drawing.
23

PLAYING

Go for a walk after dark.
Pretend you’re an explorer.
Talk about what you see.

30

COUNTING

Measure your child’s height
and mark it on your growth
chart. Point out the marks
from January and June. How
much difference is there?

TUESDAY

3

READING

Read a fiction and
nonfiction book about
winter. Your library has lots!

10

WRITING

Make a card to celebrate
your special holiday. Who
will you send it to?

17

PLAYING

Pretend to be an animal that
likes cold weather. Who will
you be?

24

COUNTING

Name four things that are
white like
snow.

31

WEDNESDAY

4

WRITING

Draw your child’s name in
big, puffy letters. Help them
color in the letters as you
say each one.

11

PLAYING

Use play dough or cloud
dough to
make a
snowman.

18

COUNTING

Draw numbers 1 through
10 in big, puffy letters.
Help your child color in the
numbers as you say each
one.
25

TALKING
Talk about what
you especially
liked doing today.

THURSDAY

5

PLAYING

Make an indoor fort with
sheets and furniture.
Pretend you’re sleeping
there overnight. What will
you bring?
12

COUNTING

Weigh your child and
write it here: ________
Talk about how much more
your child weighs now than
in January.
19

TALKING

Talk about fun things to do
together as a family this
winter.

26

SINGING

Sing “The
Frost Song.”
(Words are on
the back. )

SATURDAY

FRIDAY

6

COUNTING

Count the number of clothes
you put on to go outside
today.

13

TALKING

Talk about feelings. What
made you happy today?

20

SINGING

Have a holiday concert.
Invite friends to come and
sing with you. Serve some
of the holiday cookies you
made.
27

READING

Snuggle together and read two
favorite books and one new
book you haven’t read yet.

TALKING

Talk about favorite things
that happened in 2019.

WWW.PLA.ORG

7

TALKING

Is the weather colder? Talk
about changes you’ll see
outside as winter begins.

14

SINGING

Sing “Snowflakes, Snowflakes.”
(Words are on the back. )
Give each family member a
scarf and move the scarves to
the beat of the song.
21

READING

Be a reading role model. Let
your child see you reading.

28

WRITING

Have each family member
write what one thing they
most liked about this week.
Put these on the family
message board.

The library has many materials, services, and
ideas you can use to talk, sing, read, write, play,
and count with your child.
It doesn't matter if your child is five days old or five years old, the library can help
you help your child learn language, pre-reading, and other skills. Come to the library
often and help your child be ready to learn to read.

Books to Read
this Month

Sing to the tune of “Frère Jacques”

THE FROST SONG

Sing to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell”

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available, ask
the librarian for a recommendation.

Snowflakes, snowflakes,

The frost is in the air.
The frost is in the air.
It's wintertime, it's wintertime,
The frost is in the air.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

SNOWFLAKES, SNOWFLAKES

Snowflakes, snowflakes,
All around,
All around—
Whirling, twirling snowflakes,
Whirling, twirling snowflakes,
Hit the ground,
Hit the ground.

I Want My Hat Back

The frost tells me it’s cold.
The frost tells me it’s cold.
It’s wintertime, it’s wintertime,
The frost tells me it’s cold.

by Jon Klassen

SING OTHER VERSES IN WHICH THE FROS T IS “ON THE ROOF,”
“ON THE WINDOWS,” AND “ON THE GROUND”

FOR READERS AGES 3+

Hello Baby
by Mem Fox

Move Over, Rover
by Karen Beaumont

Where The Wild
Things Are
by Maurice Sendak

